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Veterinary Fact Sheet 
Frequently Asked Questions - COVID-19 and Greyhounds 
 
 
What are coronaviruses?  

Coronaviruses are a large group of viruses that can infect birds and mammals, including humans. They are 
often associated with respiratory illness (causing 15% of common cold infections, bronchitis and pneumonia), 
but can also affect the gastrointestinal tract (causing vomiting and diarrhoea). The virus that causes COVID-19 
in humans (also called SARS-CoV-2) is a coronavirus primarily affecting the respiratory tract.  

The recent outbreak of canine coronavirus within the racing greyhound population is not related to COVID-19. 
There are many different types of coronavirus, and the canine coronavirus responsible for the recent outbreak 
of gastroenteritis is a canine specific virus, and does not cause infection in humans.  

Where did COVID-19 come from?  

In rare cases, some coronaviruses that infect animals can be spread to humans and then spread between 
people. The first infections from COVID-19 were thought to be linked to a live animal market, but the virus is 
now primarily spreading from person to person through respiratory droplets from coughing, sneezing, and 
talking. Recent studies show that people who are asymptomatic (infected but do not have symptoms) play a 
role in the spread of COVID-19. At this time, there is no evidence that domestic animals play any role in 
spreading the virus.  

Can COVID-19 infect my greyhounds? 

There have been no reports in Australia of any animals infected with COVID-19. There are a few isolated 
incidents overseas of companion animals testing positive for SARS-CoV-2, mostly after close contact with 
infected people. No dogs have shown any clinical signs of illness and laboratory testing has not demonstrated 
dogs to be susceptible to the virus.   

Can greyhounds or other dogs transfer COVID-19 to humans?  

There is currently no evidence of transmission of the virus from domestic animals - either pets or livestock - to 
people. Animal fur can act like other surfaces, so it is possible for the virus to be temporarily carried on your 
greyhound’s coat, posing a low risk of transmission if your greyhound has been touched by someone who is 
carrying the illness. 

Should I avoid contact with my greyhounds or other animals if I am in quarantine or sick with COVID-19? 

Current information suggests there is no apparent risk to you or your greyhound from being in quarantine with 
you. However, if you test positive for the virus, you should isolate from all members of your household, ideally 
including your greyhounds. If it is not possible for someone else to attend to your greyhounds, all participants 
are advised to continue to practice appropriate hand hygiene before and after handling greyhounds, their food 
and washing food/water bowls. This is also important to reduce the risk of other zoonotic diseases, such as 
Salmonella.  

What do I do if I am in quarantine or self-isolation and my greyhound is unwell? 

If you are in quarantine or self-isolating, or are experiencing any symptoms of COVID-19, do not take your 
greyhound to your veterinary clinic without ringing for advice first. There is no need to test greyhounds for 
COVID-19 at this time.   
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Key Points:  

• There is currently no evidence you can get COVID-19 from your greyhound or that dogs can spread 
the disease to other animals.  

• There have been no reports of the virus in domestic animals or wildlife in Australia. 

• The current spread of COVID-19 is as a result of human to human transmission.  

• Plan for the care of your greyhounds in case you are unwell or need to self-isolate.  

• Continue to practice good hand hygiene before and after handling your greyhounds, their food and 
their food/water bowls. 

• The scientific knowledge surrounding COVID-19 is constantly evolving, review any updates or advice 
from government, GRV and your veterinarian.  

 
Further information can be found at:  
 
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/coronavirus/animals 
 
https://www.ava.com.au/siteassets/resources/coronavirus/information-sheet---covid-19-and-companion-
animals.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html#COVID-19-and-Animals 
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